MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


at Madanpur, Delhi on July 6, 1996, but did not 
specify the plumage details to enable recognition 
of the subspecies. Since the flock was seen in 
the typical habitat some distance away from any 
large city, the chances of these birds being an 
escape population does not seem possible. 
According to Ali and Ripley (1983), the 
subspecies L.m. rubriniger is found from 
Himalayan duns, terai and plains of Uttar Pradesh 
eastwards to eastern Nepal and south to Patna 
(Bihar) and Lucknow (U.P.). The subspecies L.m. 
atricipala is found from eastern Nepal eastward 
to Assam, Manipur and Bangladesh and south 
to northern Bihar and northern Orissa. The 


recorded by Ali and Ripley (1983) from the drier 
parts of northern and northwestern India. The 
distribution of this subspecies in Ali and Ripley 
(1983) is based on several old records and it will 
be worthwhile to compile recent sighting and 
breeding records to ascertain whether this 
sighting at Bharatpur was a stray record or there 
is a shift in the distribution of this subspecies. It 
may be noted that in the last three decades, 
northern and northwestern India has seen the 
emergence of large scale irrigation activity, 
having a major impact on the ecology of these 


dry areas. 


subspecies L.m. malacca is found in Raipur, May 10, 1997 NITIN JAMDAR 

Pachmarhi (Madhya Pradesh) and Mumbai, 5-A, Samata, 

south to Kanyakumari. This indicates that it Gen. J. Bhosale Road, 

prefers good rainfall areas and thus is not Mumbai 400 021. 
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16. THE BROWN ROOFED TURTLE KACHUGA SMITHII PALLIDIPES MOLL, 
IN THE BRAHMAPUTRA DRAINAGE 


The brown roofed turtle Kachuga smithii 
(Gray 1863) has two subspecies distinguished by 
the colouration of headshell, limbs and penis. 
The nominate subspecies has a plastral pattern 
of large dark brown to black blotches on each 
scute, narrowly bordered with yellow; the head, 
limbs, feet and penis are darkly pigmented (Das 
1995); The subspecies pallidipes lacks the 
plastral pattern of dark blotches-and has reduced 
pigmentation on head, limbs, feet and penis. 

During August 1997, a live Kachuga 
smithii pallidipes was caught in a net in the 
Brahmaputra river near Kukurmara, 26° 03' N, 
91° 25' E, Kamrup dist., Assam. It was an adult 
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male weighing 105 gm with 9.4 cm CCL, 8.8 
cm CCW, 8.4 cm SCL, 6.5 cm SCW and 7.8 cm 
PL. The carapace was olive with a faint yellowish 
rim at the periphery. The dorsal keel was slightly 
brown up to vertebral 3. The plastron was pale 
yellow and prominent dark blotches were present 
on the ventral side of the marginals forming a 
broad rim at the periphery. Other characteristics 
were similar to the description of Moll (1987). 
The specimen lacked a spine as shown by the 
nominate subspecies of this region (Choudhury 
1996). 

The subspecies pallidipes has been 
reported from Bherihari Wildlife Sanctuary 


JOURNAL BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY, 95 (3) DEC. 1998 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


(Bihar), Ghagra river at Giryja Barrage (Uttar 
Pradesh), Kapurthala (Punjab), Kaziranga 
National Park (Assam) and from Nepal and 
Bangladesh (Moll 1987, Das 1995). However, 
Bhupathy et al (1992) and Choudhury (1996) 
reported the presence of only the nominate 
subspecies in Assam. The present record 
confirms the presence of Kachuga smithii 
pallidipes in Assam, and is the first report of it 


occurrence from lower Assam. 
March 10, 1998 N.K. CHOUDHURY 
Zoology Department, 

D.K. College, Mirza, Assam. 
S. SENGUPTA 

Zoology Department 

Arya Vidyapeeth College, 
Guwahati-781 016, Assam. 
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17. PYXIDEA MOUHOTI (GRAY) IN SOUTHERN ASSAM AND MIZORAM 


The keeled box turtle Pyxidea mouhotii 
(Gray 1862) has been recorded from only 2 few 
localities in northeast India, mostly from the 
south bank of the Brahmaputra river. The 
recorded localities were North Cachar Hills and 
Karbi Anglong, Assam (Choudhury 1993), Khasi 
and Garo Hills, Meghalaya, Namdapha National 
Park, Mehao Sanctuary (Bhupathy and 
Choudhury 1992) and Drupong Reserve Forest 
(Choudhury 1996a) Arunachal Pradesh, and in 
Tamenglong dist., Manipur (Choudhury 1996b). 
The record from Drupong 1s the only one from 
the north bank of the Brahmaputra river. 
Extralimitally, the species has been recorded in 
Indochina from Myanmar to Vietnam and also 
Hainan (Stubbs 1991). 

On October 13, 1997, I obtained a carapace 
of the species trom a hut near Katlichara in 
Hailakandi dist., southern Assam. A villager had 
collected it from Khajuara inside the Innerline 
Reserve Forest (24° 25' N, 92° 40' E 200 m. above 
msl) where the Reang tribals consume it 
whenever it 1s found. The Innerline Reserve 
Forest is mostly tropical wet evergreen rainforest, 


with small patches of marshes in low hills. This 
is the first record of the species from the entire 
southern Assam region (also known as the Barak 
Valley). Khajuara is located near the Assam- 
Mizoram interstate boundary and the terrain and 
habitat is similar on both sides of the border, thus 
suggesting its presence in the latter state also. 
This is the southernmost record for the species 
in India, the earlier being in Manipur at 24° 
40' N (Choudhury 1996b). 

The carapace (AUC 49) measured (in cm): 
Straight line carapace length 17.5; curved 
carapace length 19.3; Straight line carapace 
width 12.8; curved carapace width 18.5 and 
carapace height 6.3. 

I would like to thank Romu Mazumdar, 
Nozrul and Abdur Rahim for obtaining the 
carapace. 
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